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You asked that I put in writing ny recollection of the subjects 
discussed at -the' nesting with President Eisenhower -at the White House 
on Thursday , 'January 19. My notes taken at the meeting are not complete, 
but they indicate that the following statements were made: 

• 4 . 

»• - • 

A. With resoect to Laos; 

* . . 
j 

* 

1. President Eisenhovjer advised against unilateral action by the : 
United States in connection with Laos. '» -V. 


• r „! . 


2. . The President stated that the British and French were reluctant 

•to fulfill their obligations -under the SEA70 Treaty. -- - 

• .. T ■■ 
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3. Secretary Herter stated that if the Phoumi government requested v 

aid from SZA70, he, Herter, believed v;e would be bound by our obligations . 
under the SIA70 Treaty to supply such aid. In this event, he stated he • y" • 

believed the British would .probably fulfill their treaty obligations, but . v’y 

# * * * 

that the French would not. * v • 
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4. . Herter added That if a political settlement in Lac- is net possible, .j., 
— we must c i?w>ocrt the. Rev ai Laotian Government 1 s recuest for SEA TO intervention. 


#• ■ . 


5.‘ President-elect. Kercfedy inquired of President Eisenhower whether, \ £*. 

in the event “of intervention; in' the .Laotian conflict by either, the United : v re- 
states or.SEATO,' the' Sino-Soviet bloc ' could be expected to counter with . -y“ 

forces in excess of -these provided by either the SEATC nations or the United ;■ 
States. President Eisenhower's ensver was not completely clear, but he 
implied that tP^'-Sioo-Soviet ‘'bloc could support the Pa that Lao with resources 
-••of men and materiel -substantially 'largdr* than -those which the SEATS nations 

could be expected to provide fer tbe support of the Hoy a I Laotian Government. 

* ** ■ * . . 

. 6 . Secr^t^ry ■ the introduction oocnrerjist tiemhars. 

. into the Laotian Government vsuld .undoubtedly -lead ir subversion 06 the V’: 
government, and tbs. uLtboste replacement of a coalition geventtent with a 
centrum. 1st government! ' President Eisenhower replied he. was net certain that 
• this vroula ha the result ; he believed it might be possible tc maintain indef- 
initely a • ccs Union govemra.nt including -.representatives cf the ccnnunists. 

*• 

. • 

v. rr-isisenn Zi^annowar stated without qualification, :; IY Leers is iosz _ 
iz, the Fr^e V/crld in tfca ler.g run we will lose all of Southeast Asia." 

i • . . - . 

3. ? reel can t-e lect Kennedy asked, ,f Uhat action can be taken to keep 

Chinese Communists out cf Laos?". There was no answer to this question 

F res 1 cent a. 1 £ son ever. 4 Declassified, by: Executive Secretary, Do! 
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B. With respect to Cuba; 

• , • * * ,» • 
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. 1’. President -Eisenhower stated in the long run the United States cannot 

4 • 

allow the Castro Government to continue to exist in Cuba. ' 

* ♦ • • « . 
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C. .Winn respect to "limited war": /. ~. . 

I • • . .'-• • ' 

! 1, Secretary Gates stated, "The United States can handle. any number of. 
small limited war situations at ‘ one Time." * 


2. Secretary Gates stated that the Defense Department had taken the ■ ^ • 
fluids authorized by the last Congress over an d above what the Department 
had requested, and had committed these funds to additional airlift .capacity yj'/ 
and to the design of a new cargo ‘plane, , ' - „ . : v 
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' 3. • Secretary Gates stated that major. problems relating to-airlift 1"-' ' 

.apacity were: •*. - .* ' \ ■ . V*”' \ • '/'• ,**:■♦• : •' •• • - 
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a. * the right to over- fly; * • \ : J?~ .■ •t-S&y-.' *i - 

b, the congestion of landing fields. 
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D* ■ jWith respect to the gold flow:’ * : A : - • •* ’ 4--~ : *■ '• 

• • . • T ’ ‘.v* . .. . 

. . . . •* - v : *;«•.*«> -• 

* 1. president Eisenhcvref stated the United States would be better pre-*.;*?. •/ 
pared for. limited, war if we were to bring a division back from NATO and •. •'•.'i' V—. 

station the division within the continental limits of the United States. He. •. 
pointed out that such action would ‘lease the gold problem, but would require*:.; ■' 

^ ^ M a • ^ a»^ •, ^a *.« s * » • , ^ ^ ^ • a. • - » . • ^ 

careful preparation with NATO. • . - ■>>>*/*■■ ■ 
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2. President Eisenhower stated that if the, order restricting travel of;v.'. .' U. . 
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Robert S, McNamara 
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